
Malew Parish Commissioners 
Roles, Responsibilities & Functions 

 

What Do Malew Commissioners Do? 
• Local authority responsible for managing parish services 
• Deliver essential public services and infrastructure 
• Represent the needs of the local community 

 

Statutory Responsibilities 
• Public information and advice 
• Tourism 
• Refuse collection 
• Street-lighting 
• Environmental health (via DEFA) 
• Public conveniences 
• Parks, playgrounds and leisure facilities 
• Control of dogs 
• Housing and car parking 
• Street cleaning and maintenance 
• Hedge trimming, weeds, and trees 
• Abandoned vehicles 
• Preservation of war memorials 

 



 

Refuse Collection 
• 1,700 bins emptied weekly 
• Covers 15 square miles 
• 30 tonnes of waste collected weekly 
• 50+ litter and dog bins maintained 

 

Highways Maintenance 
• 58 miles of hedges cut annually 
• 3 miles of highways swept fortnightly 
• 150+ gullies checked and cleaned 
• 2 public car parks maintained 
• 467 street lights maintained 
• Abandoned vehicles removed 
• 4 miles of footways weed-sprayed (3x annually) 

 

Environmental Health 
• Enforcement of environmental legislation 
• Includes: 

o Statutory nuisances 
o Vermin control 
o Unsanitary or unfit housing 
o Overcrowding prevention 
o Dangerous buildings 

• Delivered mainly by DEFA officers 

 



Public Facilities 
• Public toilets: provision and maintenance 
• Children’s playground and open spaces 
• Maintenance of Parish War Memorial 

 

Public Counter Services 
• Public information and advice 
• Commissioner for Oaths services 
• Tourist information 
• Office services 
• Scanning, copying, printing 
• Internet access 

 

Enforcement Responsibilities 
• Parish byelaws 
• Parking regulations 
• Litter control 
• Dog control 

 

Elected Representatives 
• Operate as a corporate body  
• Set policy across all services 
• Review planning applications (59 this year) 
• Represent parish on boards and committees 
• Engage with other authorities and government 
• Contribute to national policy consultations 

 



 

The Clerk – Role Overview 
• Administers authority business 
• Implements decisions made by Commissioners 
• First point of contact for residents 
• Oversees daily operations 

 

Clerk – Key Duties 
• Organising meetings 
• Preparing accounts 
• Ensuring legal compliance 
• Managing refuse collection 
• Coordinating rate collection 

 

Clerk – Advisory Role 
Provides guidance on: 

• Minutes and agendas 
• Accounts and finance 
• Standing orders 
• Correspondence 
• Byelaws and legislation 

 

 



 

 

 

Local Authority Minutes 
• Legal documents 
• Publicly accessible 
• Record decisions (not discussions) 
• Include: 

o Decisions made 
o Reasons for decisions 

• No distinction in law between public & private mnutes. 

 

 

 

 

Summary 
• Malew Commissioners provide essential local services 
• Maintain infrastructure and environment 
• Represent community needs 
• Supported by the Clerk and professional officers 
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